JOAN CAPELIN

Sustainable Development at the Graduate Level

Everyone’s talking
about “green,” but
who’s teaching it—and
what’s being taught?

TRAINING IN GREEN develop-
ment is not a bonus for the current
crop of graduates, it has become
a necessity. “It used to be that all
you needed was a site and a vision
to become a developer,” says Ryc
Loope, founder and, until this past
May, director of the master of real
estate development (MRED) pro-
gram at Arizona State University
(ASU). “Today, you need much
more, including a ‘green strategy.” ”
A developer, trained architect, and
design/builder as well as a real estate
educator, Loope initiated the MRED
program at ASU three years ago with
a growing focus on sustainability.
“Everyone’s talking about ‘green,” but
who’s teaching it? And how do you
teach it?” he asks. “Students must
understand the science, economics,
ethics, and strategies of sustainabil-
ity before developing a building or
planning a new community.” Loope
has taught sustainability, drawing
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from his own master’s degree in
environmental design; experience
as head of Taliesin, the design firm
started by Frank Lloyd Wright; and
his years in the solar energy field,
including service as chairman of
the Washington, D.C.-based Solar
Energy Industries Association.

In the past, Loope has brought
in Jerry Yudelson, principal of Yudel-
son Associates, based in Tucson,
Arizona, and Charlie Popeck, presi-
dent and founding principal of Green
Ideas, based in Phoenix, Arizona, to
prepare all students to take and pass
the Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design (LEED) accredited
professional exam, to achieve the
LEED AP, a national designation
of the U.S. Green Building Council
(USGBCQ). The Arizona State master of
real estate development program has
required every student to train for
and to pass the exam. While the
certification is important, Loope
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points out, “A development’s total
sustainability—at the economic an
community levels, as well as at the
environmental level—hinges o
developer’s leadership and ski

“The information from profe
and guest lecturers is not enough,’
says Loope. “To learn ‘green,’ you
have to get out there and experi-
ence how to do it yourself.” Thus,
to expand beyond the desert fo
offered in Arizona, he has taken his
class to New York City and Boston,
where they speak directly with East
Coast developers about challenges
in their sustainable commercial and
residential developments. This past
year, they visited the New York Times
Building, New York City’s first gree
skyscraper, designed by Renzo Piano
and developed by Forest City Ratner,
based in New York City.

Real estate investor, planner, and:
developer Mark Stapp, founding
principal of Phoenix-based Pyramid
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2008, launched Green Street De-
velopment, which provides devel-
opment and consulting services for
green building, and built the third
LEED-certified home in the country.
He is currently working on a 5o-unit
sustainable community in Phoenix.
Bambi Tran, UMD MRED 2008, has
started a consulting firm of her
own. “Doing it Green” works with
developers to teach them how to
“do it [green building] right.” Before
graduating, Charles Rulick, Clemson
MRED 2007 and LEED AP, joined
Forest City Enterprises to lead
research on retail tenant sustain-
ability practices. After graduating,
he retumned to Forest City to work
on various sustainability projects.
He is currently a senior consultant
with Australia-based GHD in Char-
lotte, working with developers to
create new value through sustain-

able practices and integrated u
planning solutions.

Whether through green train-
ing, networking opportunities with
developers, or the outcome of a fin
thesis, students in real estate devel-
opment programs are leaming how
to be effective participants in green
development. UL

JOAN CAPELIN isaNew York-based public
relations consultant to real estate developers;
construction, architecture, and design firms.




